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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TIE Tis Diſcburls Was 


read, ſome years ſince, in the Uni- 
verſity at Cambridge, when the 
author's health permitted him to be 


on the Hancock Foundation there. 
No alterations are now made, ex- 
cept in ſuch expreſſions, as were 
peculiar to time and Ty of de- 


livery. 8 
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Are gs A | 
15 Tur author of the epiffle to the 


Hebrews begins his letter, with incidentally re- 
mindingthoſe to whom he Mrete, that Goc had 
formerly, at ſundry times, communicated his 
mind to the fathers or ancients, in divers manners. 

Ex mods and degree of rovelation was doubt · 
Jeſs exactly adapted to the then ſtate and exigen- 
cy of mankind. The whole lruman race, taken 


colleRively, is not unlike to a ſingle perſon, in 


this reſpect, that they have had! their infancy, 


childhood, youth, and are nom growing up to 


mankind., As, in the caſe of an indiuidual, the- 
faculties open gradually, ſuch inſtructions only, 


as are proportionate to the capacity, can be ad. 
miniſtered with. ſucceſs. The babe muſt be fed 
with milk; while he, who is of mature age,. can 


digeſt ſtrong meat. The caſe is ſimilar, in a mor- 


* Heb. v. 12. 
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al al ſcriſe, with felge to N a : This 
circumſtance ſhould be carefully attended to, in 
order to juſtify the ways of God to men.” In 
the early ages of the world, the ideas of mankind, 

like thoſe of children, were circumſcribed chief- 


ly by the objetts of ſenſe. In condeſcenſion, | 


therefore, to theit welknelles, the Deity appoint- 


ed them a — con Eng principally in © car- 


nal odinances; ſuch, however, as were proper 


to lead their minds, as they opened and, improv- 
ed, to more ſpiritual objects. F It was alſo in 
adaptation to the lownels, of their conceptions; 
that the Deity was pleaſed to tabernacle among 
men, by certain viſible ſymbols, to which they 
might repair for counſel and direction, and 
whence they received anſwers by audible voice, 
or in other ways adapted to ſtrike the ſenſes. 

Theſe viſible ſyinbols are, in ſcripture, called 


tlie face, the countenance, the preſence, the name, and 
the glory, of God or IEHRO VAR. The word She- 


chingh, though of frequent uſe among divines, is 
of more modern date. It is, however, in- 
tended to denote the ſame thing, the tabernacling 
of God with men. A clear idea of theſe ſym- 
bols of the divine preſence,” and of the manner- 
of worſhipping before them, will enable us to com- 
prehend the propriety of many expreſſions in 
* Gal. ii. 24 1 Pſalm lxxviii.6o. _ John i. 14. 


. 


"# 


| G UE 
— would appear obſcure, 


if not unintelligible. I ſhall therefore, in the firſt 


place, give ſuch a deſcription of the 'Shechinah, 


as the moſt. expreſs teſtimony af ſcripture war- 


rants ;- and then apply the idea, thence obtained, 


to the illuſtration. of I; in the fac red 
oracles. 4 


The ia which Moſes » was i to 
. 0 we are authoriſed, from the epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, to ſay, was a figure or faint repreſenta- 
tion of heaven. The author, having ſpoken of 
the tabernacle, and of Chriſt as an high prieſt, 


obſerves, that * Chriſt is not entered into the 


holy places made with hands, which are the g- 
ures of the true; hut into heaven itſelf, now to 
aPpear in the preſence of God for us. And 
becauſe the tabernacle was to be © an example 
and ſhadow of heavenly things, Moſes was ſtrict- 
| ly enjoined to make every part of it according to 
the pattern divinely ſhewed him in the mount. 
In this tabernacle, and afterwards in Solomon's 
temple, which, in ſome reſpects, was built after 
the ſame model, reſided the ſymbols of the di- 
vine preſence, or the glory of the Lord. As the 
tabernacle typified heaven, ſo the glory of the 
Lord, dwelling in it, adumbrated the Majeſty - 
on high, the Majeſty in the heavens ;” at the 


right hand of which Chriſt now fits, in the true 


. + Heb. viii. 5. Exod. xxv. 40. 


ba Heb. ix. 24. 
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rn — Say in ab aaberiiacte, 
end ef the manner ef worſhipping before them, it 
vill be neceſſary to have à general idea of the 


fituation, conſtruction, and furniture of the tab- 


ceraatle itſelf. The tabernacle, whenever it was 


-pitched (for it was a moveable tent) was to front 
cht eaſt, i on which quarter was the only en- 


trance into it. Adjoining to the front was a 


court or open ſquare, incloſed with hangings of 
fine twined linen, faſtened to pillars, fet up at 
proper diſtances, five cubits, or about eight feet 
high. I In this court, and near the door of che tab- 
ernacle, was the altar of burnt offerings, and the 
aver for the prieſts to waſh in. ' The taberna- 
cle itfelf was covered on all ſides with curtains 


of curious workmanſhip. It was divided into 


two apartments. The firſt or eaſtern diviſion 
vas called the ſanctuaryſſ or holy place; and the 
curtain, ſeparating it from the court, was fiyled 
the firſt veil. The furniture of this room was 
the table of ſhew-bread, placed on the north fide 
and near the weſt end; the candleſtic, oppoſite 
to it, on the ſouth fide; and the altar of incenſe 
was ſet between them, before the entrance into 

4 Heb, i. 3. viii. 1, 2. #* Numb. Ui. 23, 38. } Exod. xxvii. 718. 

Exod, xl. 29,30. „% Ä 
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vided the two rooms was called the ſecond veil, 
and the weſtern room, the holy of holies, or moſt 
holy place.“ In this apartment was put the ark, 
containing the two tables of teſtimony or the ten 
commandments. .. The cover or lid of the ark, 
which was a kind of cheſt, was denominated the 
mercy ſeat. On the ends of the mercy ſeat were 


placed two cherubims, with their faces inclined 


towards each other and towards the mercy ſeat; 
while their wings ſtretched out, fo as to cover or 
overſhadow it.. Above the mercy ſeat, and be- 
tween the cherubims, reſided the glory of the 
God of Iſrael. There,” ſaith the Lord to Mo- 
ſes, © Iwill meet with thee, and I will commune 


with : thee, from above the mercy ſeat, from be- 


tween the two cherubims which are upon the 
ark of the teſtimony. I The ark was ſituated in 
the middle of the holy of holies, at leaſt as meaſ- 
ured from north to ſouth. So that the ark, the 
entrance into the holy of holies, the altar of in- 
cenſe, the door of the tabernacle, communicat- 
ing with the court, and the altar of burnt offer- 
ings in the court, lay in a right line from eaſt to 
weſt, dividing the tabernacle into two equal parts. 
. Upon this account, whatever was offered upon 
either of the altars, is ſaid to be done before lite- 
rally before the face of] the Lord; that is, be- 


* Heb. ix. 3. + Exod. xxv. 11-22. f Exod. xxx. 6. 
$ Exod, xxx. 8. Lev, ix. 2. 
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10 
fore the ſymbol of his prefence between the che- 
rubims. This ſymbol was a cloud. I will 
appear,” ſaith the Lord to Moſes, in the cloud 
upon the mercy ſeat.. When tokens of fav- 
our were ſhewn, the cloud became luminous and 
ſhining. Hence thoſe expreſſions, Lord, lift 
thou up the light of thy countenance ;+ thou 
that dwelleſt between the cherubims, ſhineforth; | 
cauſe thy face to ſhine,” &c. The proceeding | 
of fire from the cloud of glory was fometimes 
alſo'a token of favour and acceptance. Thus, 
when Aaron had offered ſacrifices firſt for his 
own fins, and then for thoſe of the people, and 
had bleſſed them, the glory of the Lord appear- 
ed unto all the people. And there came a fire 
out from before,” or the preſence of * the Lord, 
and conſumed upon the altar the burnt offering 
and the fat.“ T In this way, it is probable, the 
Lord ſhewed his reſpect to Abel and to his of- 
0 fering. At other times fire came forth from 
the ſame divine preſence to execute vengeance 
upon bold tranſgreſſors. An inſtance we have 
in the caſe of Nadab and Abihu, the ſons of Aa- 
ron. They preſumed to offer ſtrange fire be- |: 
fore the Lord ; that is, to make uſe of common | 
fire, not of that upon the altar of burnt offerings, 
which alone they were enjoined to uſe, to burn 


[ Ley. xvi. 2. f Palm iv. 6. Ixxk. 1, 3, 7. + Lev. ix. 23, 24. 
1 8 Gen. iv. 4. Hehe 4 Le. , , 2 
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incenſe upon the golden altar in the holy place.“ 
And there went out fire from the Lord [in the 
original, from the face or preſence of the Lord] 
and devoured them, and they died there before 
the Lord.“ In the ſame literal ſenſe, perhaps 
the Pſalmiſt is to be underſtood, when he fays, 
Our God ſhall come and ſhall not keep filence: 
A fire ſhall devour before him, and it ſhall be | 
very tempeſtuous round about him. T A fire 
goeth before him, and burneth up his enemies 
round about.“ 9 Hence the en * Our 
God is a conſuming fire.“ HEE! | 
From this account of the glory of the Lord, | 
as reſiding in the tabernacle, and afterwards in 
the temple, we may form an idea in what 'way 

the Lord appeared to good men and converſed 
with them, in the more early ages, of which the 
hiſtory is very ſhort, and particulars ſeldom men- 
tioned. It was doubtleſs much in the fame 
manner, as afterwards under the Moſaic econo- 
my. Thus, when the Lord firſt appeared to 
Moles, to commiſſion him to deliver his brethren 
out of Egypt, it was * in a flame of fire out of 
the midſt of a buſh.” 1 And before the taber- 
nacle was built, the preſence of the Lord accom- 
panied the Iſraelites © in'z cloud by day and 
fire by night.” ** So when * the Lord made a 
ho, Lev. xvi. 12. Numb. xvi. 46. + Lev. x. 42. f Pf. I. 2. 


" | PE. novii. $. Deut. iv. 24, ix. 3. Heb. xii. 29. 
2 Ex. iii. 2 „ Exod. xxxiii, I4. 


; 


— Atralaien; kink Unto thy ſeed 


have I given this land; “the appearance was 


ſmoking furnace, and a buruing lamp,” whence 
probably the voice proceeded. ' _ 


Ina way not much different, I —_—_— 


Gods that in the tabernacle, it was, that the Lord 
God converſed with Adam in innocency. When 
our firſt parents had unhappily loſt their robe of 


innocence and glory, they were aſhamed to be 
ſeen; and nee, it is obſerved, when they 


heard the voice, or ſound, of the Lord God 
walking in the garden—they hid themſelves 


from the preſence,” or face, of the Lord God 
amongſt the trees of the garden.” The voice 
or ſound they knew, as having often heard it 
before; the preſence it proceeded from they had 
often beheld, and for that reaſon, now their glo- 


ry was departed, they were afraid to ſee. The 


language is plain, and, I believe, to be under- 


| ood without a figure. The preſence of the - 


Lord God was ſomething viſible, perhaps it was 


the ſame with the cherubims and flaming ſword, 


afterwards © placed at the eaſt of the garden of 


Eden. T The original text ſeems to intimate 


this by having the emphatic article prefixed. to 
Cherubims and flaming ſword, or rather ſword- 
like flame. Our tranſlators omit the article. The 


* Gen. XV. 175 18. | + Gen. iii. Ty 8. See Acts MM 2, 3. 
3 Gen. iii. 24. x PS 
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verle — runs thus: And he 


placed ile cherubims and % flaming: ſword 


which turned every way, to keep the way of the 
tree of life. I will not ſtrenuouſly inſiſt ow this 


grammatical criticiſm, but muſt ſay, that the text, 
literally trauflated, naturally leads us to conclude, 
that before Adam was expelled the garden, the 


| cherubims and; the flaming fword. were, placed 


ſomewhere elſe, perhaps in the middle of the gar» 


den. * And ascherubims, whatever they were, and 
a luminqus, often a flaming, cloud, were after · 


wards appointed the ſymbols of the divine preſ- 


ence, it ſeems inferible from the analogy of the 
divine conduct, that they ſhould be ſo to Adam. 


Man in innocency differed in nothing ſo much, 
as in his innocence, from fallen, man. Ie need- 
ed the ſame mode of inſtruction in divine things 
before, as he did after, he had tranſgreſſed: And 
the invifible God is * the fame ak and 
—_ atd-forevert”t Tr 

I am aware, the common opinion gt thele 
chorus and flaming; ſword; at the eaſt of: the 
garden of Eden, were placed there for terror on- 
ly. The text, I apprehend, by no means neceſ- 
farily implies that. On the comrary, it may 
have been done in mercy to our firſt parents. 


As they were driven out of the garden, it muſt 


Rev. ii. 2. + Heb. xili. RW 


- 


———— — by 
— it — es. 
— — — —— 77 
* 


—— been ie then to 


have the ſymbols of the divine preſence alſo re- 
moved, and placed without the garden. Oth- 
erwiſe they would have been driven out from 
the preſence of the Lord, and left to wander in 


deſpair, as Cain afterwards was. The uſing of 
the verb pw here, which we render placed, is 


favourable to the ſenſe I have given.” It is the 
ſame verb elſewhere made uſe of, when the ſym- 
bols'of the divine preſence are ſaid to be fixed 
in any particular place. Thus, Deut. xii. 11, 
Then there ſhall be a place which the Lord 
your God ſhall chooſe to cauſe his name to dwell 
there.” © And thou ſhalt eat before the Lord 
thy God, in the place which he ſhall chooſe to 


place his name there.“ T And Pſalm 1xxviii.'60, 


He forſook the tabernacle of n the tent 


he naten among men. 
It is ſaid indeed, that the: "PR ford 


turned every way, to keep the way of the tree 


of life,” It is agreeable to the divine economy 


to accompliſh various purpoſes by the ſame 
means. It might anſwer that end, and yet be, 


at the ſame time, a ſymbol of the divine preſence, 


before which our firſt progenitors were to pre- 


ſent their oblations, and by which the Deity was 


pleaſed tohold intercourſe with them, after their 
unhappy fall. 


„Gen. iv. 12. See Gen. x. 8, 9. : 17 Deut. xiv. 23. 


of 


| 15 
From the viſible ſymbols of the divine preſ- 


ence vouchſafed to Adam, after he was expelled 
the garden of Eden, Cain, that firſt of murderers, 
next to the devil, & was excluded. But his caſe, 
and ſome things connected with it, ſhall be con- 
ſidered, further on. It may be obſerved here, 


that though the infinite and inviſible Jehovah 


was pleaſed, in condeſcenſion to the weakneſs 
of human capacity, in its ſtate of minority, to 


become as it were viſible to men in particular 


places, and to: dwell on earth; I yet mankind 
were cautioned, from time to time, by the proph- 
ets, not to“ limit the Holy One; I but to con- 
ſider in their hearts, that the Lord he is God in 
heaven above, and upon the earth beneath; 5 
that the heaven, and heaven of heavens can- 
not contain him, much leſs any houſe or temple 
that ſhould be built for him.“ ee arth 


Thus I have given, from the holy n T 


a general account of the Shechinah, or glory of 
the Lord, reſiding in a viſible manner among 
men, in the early ages of the world. 


Under the Moſaic economy, the schenk or 


viſible ſymbol of the divine preſence was, as hath 


been before noticed, a cloud, reſiding between 
two cherubims, over the mercy ſeat covering the 


ark, which included the two tables or the ten 


* John viii. 44. + 1 Kings vill. 27. T Ox. Ixxviii. 41. 
Deut. iv. 39. 1 Kings viii. 27. Iſai. Izvi., x. 
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rommatidinents; Wen tokens af , the divine 
complacence, in the conduct of the Iſraelites, 
were to be qhomn, the cloud became luminous 
and ſhining ; and upon ſpecial occaſions, if ſac- 
riſices ere offered with fincerity, fire iſſued from 
che cloud of glory to conſume them upon the al- 
tar, in token of acceptance. When no ſpecial 
communications were to be made, the cloud was 
black and dark. Hence the Lord is ſaid an fcrip- - 
ture :to:dwoell n che thick darkneſs,” * bs, 
|  - This cloud of glory is ſometimes called the 
#krone of God. Thus the prophet Iſaiah ſtyles it, 
abap. vi. 4, In the year that King Uzainh died, 
1 Jaw alſo the Lord fitting upon the throne, 
high and lifted up, and chis train filled the tem- 
ple. This dleudy throne was placed, as was 
bſerved above, upon the ark, which contained 
the ten commandments, a tranſcriꝑt of the right- 
.eoufnefs and equity of the divine character. 
The ark, therefore, might with propriety be call- 
ed the baſe of this throne, and a baſis of righte- 
_ ouſneſs and judgment, as containing the ten com- 
mandments. In agreement with what has now 
been faid, 1 apprebend, we are to underſtand the 
| cexprefſfion:inithe xcviith Pſalm, © Clouds and 
darknels are round about him: Righteouſneſs 
and judgment are the habitation of his throne: 
Or more WY tranſlated, | *A cloud and 


* Exed. x. 21. 1 Kings viii. 12. 2 Chron, vi. 1. 
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thick darkneſs are round about him: righteouſ- 


_ neſs and judgment are the baſis of his throne.” 
' Theviſible ſymbol of the divine preſence un- 
der the Moſaic diſpenſation, which in this reſpect 
differed not much from the patriarchal, was fix- 
ed in ſome one particular place, the place 
which the Lord God chole to place his name,” 
or „ cauſe it to dwell, there,” * as the ſcripture 
"expreſſion is, This place was at firſt Shiloh ; 
afterwards, Gibeon T and finally, Solomon's 
temple at jeruſalem. 1 Before the ſymbols of 
the divine preſence, or the name of the Lord, as 
they are often called, manifeſted in ſome one 
place, all the worſhip of the Moſaic diſpenſation 
was to be performed. © Jeruſalem,” ſays the 
 Pfalmiſt, © is builded as a city that is compact- 
ed together. Whither the tribes go up, the tribes 
of the Lord, unto the teſtimony of Iſrael, to give 
thanks unto the name of the Lord.”|| - Where- 
ever, therefore, in the Old Teſtament, there oc- 


cur the expreſſions, © to bring an offering unto 


the Lord; to come before the Lord, or into his 
preſence; to call upon the name of the Lord,“ 
and the like; theſe ſeveral religous acts are al- 
ways to be underſtood as performed in ſome one 


POTION place; and the Lord, the name of * 


Deut. xii, 11. xiv. 23. * 1 Joshua vill. 1, 8. 
＋ 1 Kings iii. 4. 1 Chron. xxi. 29. 5 1 Kings viii, 1. 
| [| Pſalm cxxii. 3, 4. 
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Lord, the preſence or face of the Lord, &c. are 


to be underſtood of the cloud of glory, ſtationed 


in that place, where the Deity was pleaſed to 


manifeſt himſelf, by oracular voice, or in other 
ways, adapted to ſtrike the ſenſes, and influence 


the heart. And pious men, under that diſpen- 
ſation, eſteemed it their greateſt infelicity to 


be excluded the viſible preſence of the in- 


_ viſible God. © As the hart panteth after the 


water brooks,” ſaith David, probably when he 
was perſecuted by Saul, ſo panteth my ſoul. 


after thee, O God. My ſoul thirſteth for God, 
for the living God : When ſhall I come and ap- 
Pear before God?“ * Or, more literally, When 


ſhall I come and fee the face or preſence, of 
God?” So the prophet. Jonah, in his prayer in 
the fiſh's belly, laments his ſituation by laying, 
* I am caſt out of thy fight,” that is, I am ex- 
cluded from the viſible ſymbol of thy preſence: 
Vet, adds he, I will look again towards thy 


holy temple,” where that ſymbol was. 


It may ſeem ſtrange to us, who live under 


the Chriſtian diſpenſation, when it is the will of 


God, © that men pray every where, lifting up 
holy hands ; it may appear ſtrange, I ſay, that 


a diſpenſation ſhould. ever have been inſtituted 


by the ſame divine authority, in which all the 


* 'Pfal, xlii. , 2. + Jonah ii. 4, t 1 Tim, ii. 8. 
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moſt ſolemn acts of worſhip were directed and 
enjoined to be performed in one particular place. 
A probable ſolution of this difficulty is, that, in 
that puerile age of the world, when mankind 

were, from the groſſneſs of their conceptions 

of the Deity, ſo prone to polytheiſm, this was 


a neceſſary inſtitution, in order to cultivate and 


impreſs the idea of the unity of the Godhead. 

In the patriarchal age, when the patriarchs, 
Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob were ſtrangers and 
ſojourners in the land of Canaan, and had no 
ſettled place of abode, the ſymbol of the divine 
preſence was ambulatory, removing from place 
to place, for the convenience of thoſe patriarchs; 
as it afterwards was, during the forty years wan- 
dering in the wilderneſs. Thus, when Abra- 
ham firſt entered the land of Canaan, the Lord 
appeared to him in Sichem; © and he there build- 
ed an altar unto the Lord, who appeared unto 
him.“ The ſame viſible ſymbol of the preſ- 
ence of the Lord was vouchſafed him at Bethel, 
in the plain of Mamre, which is Hebron; and 
at Beerſheba.F When the Lord appeared to 


Abraham, and made with him the covenant of 


circumciſion, Abraham ſaid unto God, O that 
Iſhmael might live before thee, I or in thy preſ- 


® Gen. xii, 6, 7. + Gen xii, 8 xxi, 33+ 
t Gen. xvii. 18. | 
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ence: Which, I apprehend, is to be underſtood 
of living where he might enjoy the viſible ſym- 
bol of God's preſence ; for he ſaw by the con- 
duct of Sarah, that, unleſs ſome extraordinary 
interpoſition prevented, he ſhould be obliged to 
baniſh Iſhmael from his family, where the n 
preſence of the Lord was. 
The ſame favour, that was granted to Abra- 
ham, was enjoyed by Iſaac his ſon. While he 
ſojourned in Beerſheba, his wife Rebekah, be- 
ing in doubt with reſpect to her circumſtances, 
went,“ as it is recorded in the xxvth chapter 
of Genefis * to inquire of the Lord; and the 
Lord granted her an explicit anſwer to her in- 
quiries. The expreſſion © went to inquire of 
the Lord is doubtleſs to be underſtood here in 
the ſame ſenſe, as it certainly is to be taken in 
elſewhere in the Old Teſtament, that is, to go 
to the cloud of glory, the ſymbol of the divine 
preſence, reſiding in a particular place; and 
there to ſupplicate Jehovah, who vouchſafed to 
dwell,” in a peculiar manner, * in the e thick dark- 
neſs” of the cloud. 

It was in this ſame place, Beerſheba, that 
Jacob offered ſacrifices to the God of his fath- 
er Iſaac,““ as he was going down, with his fam- 
uy, to ſojourn in Egypt. Here alſo he had, at 

| + » Gen. zlvi. 1, 4. 


/ 
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the ſame time, a ſpecial revelation, that God 
would go down with him into Egypt, and would 
furely bring him up again.” Hence we may 
infer, with a conſiderable degree of probability, 


that the Iſraelites enjoyed the viſible ſymbol of 


God's preſence, while they were in Egypt. For 
| when God promiſes the patriarchs, that he 
would be with them, and be their God, we are, 
I apprehend, to underſtand, in an eſpecial man- 
ner, his being with them by the viſible ſymbol 
of his preſence. This was one principal evidence 
they had, that Jehovah, the God of Iſrael, was 


the true God, and they his people. This, I 


think, is inferible from the petition of Moſes, in 
the affair of the golden calf, the god of Egypt, 
which Aaron made ; and the anſwer of the Lord 
to it. I pray thee,” ſaith Moſes to the Lord, 
if I have found grace in thy fight, ſhew me 
now thy way, that I may know thee,” that is, in 
diſtinction from all falſe gods. The aniwer of 
the Lord is, My preſence ſhall-go with thee, 
and I will give theereſt.”* The context, I think, 
will warrant us to ſay, that by the © preſence of 


the Lord” here is to be underſtood * the pillar 
of cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by night,” 


which accompanied the camp of Iſrael in all 
their marches. | 231 


38 Exod. XXxiii. 27, + Exod. xiii, 21, 22. Numb. xiv. 14. 
Deut, i. 33. Neh. ix. 19. Pal. Kxxviii. 14. . 
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What has been ſaid upon this ſubject will 
enable us better to underſtand the ſtory of Cain 
and Abel. Theſe perſons are ſaid to have 
brought, at a certain period, each his offering to 
Jehovah, of the produce of their reſpective occu- 
Pations, Cain, who was a tiller of the ground, 
brought of the fruits which that produced; 
Abel, who was a ſhepherd, brought of the firſt- 
lings, or firſt-born of his flock.“ The phraſe, 
brought an offering unto the Lord,” ſeems to 
indicate that the inviſible Lord Jehovah, though 
every where preſent, did, in that infant age of 
the world, manifeſt himſelf in a viſible manner 


in ſome particular place; and that all oblations 


to the Deity, were to be preſented in the place 
where the viſible ſymbol of his preſence was. 
And it feems from this ſtory, that there was 
then ſome kind of tabernacle or tent, where the 
divine preſence was manifeſted ; as there after- 
_ - wards was under the Moſaic diſpenſation. The 
original expreſſion, which we here render in a 
very vague manner; in procels of time,” will 
very well bear a more definite interpretation, 
<at the end of the year. 1 And it appears to 
me not improbable, that the time pointed at, was 
the ſame with the day of atonement under the 
law zA for many of the legal inſtitutions were cop- 


# 5+ © Gem. bv. 224. Þ7 1 Sam. i. 3. | Lev. xvi. 295 30, 34. 
xxiii. 27, 28. | 
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ted from the uſages of the patriarchs ; and that 
the day of atonement was at the ſame ſeaſon of 
the year, in which expiatory ſacrifices were firſt 
appointed, and was in commemoration of it. If 
this was the caſe, we ſee the reaſon Why Cain's 
offering was not accepted. It was not of the 
| expiatory kind, which was appointed for this 
: ſeaſon. | And this ſeems to be intimated in the 
} text itſelf. The text I refer to, is Gen. iv. 7, 
v hich has been variouſly interpreted by commen- 
tators. After Cain had diſcovered his diſpleaſ- 
ureat the divine preference, given to his younger 
brother, Abel, the Lord vouchſafes to addreſs 
him, probably by audible voice from the cloud 
of glory, thus in our tranſlation: © If thou doſt 
0 well, ſhalt thou not be accepted ? and if thou 
doſt not well, fin lieth at the door. And unto 
thee ſhall. be his deſire, and thou ſhalt rule over 
him.“ This tranflation is certainly obſcure ; 
and there are two objections beſides, which lie 
againſt it. The firſt is, that it treſpaſſes upon 
the grammar of the original, by rendering a verb 
of the infinite mood active (if, indeed, it is a 
verb, there being a noun of the ſame letters) in a 
finite mood paſſive; . ſhalt thou not be accepted? 
The other objection is, that it is too ligurative 
for ſimple narration, as this ſeems to be. Sin 


lieth at the door,” is a very bold figure; and the 


latter part of the verſe—* unto thee ſhall be his 
deſire, and thou ſhalt rule over him,” if you refer 
the pronouns his and him to fin, as many do, will 
de equally figurative. A more literal tranſlation, 
and, perhaps better adapted to the circumſtances 


of things at that time, is this: Tf thou doſt 


well, haſt thou not the pre-eminence ? and if 
thou doſt not well, there is a fin-offering lying 


down at the door. And unto thee is his deſire, 


and thou ruleſt over him.“ In juſtification of 


this tranſlation, it may be obſerved, that the 


original word (Ter), in the firſt clauſe of the 


verſe, is elſewhere in ſcripture uſed to denote 


that dignity and pre- eminence, which, in the 
early ages, a perſon enjoyed in right of primo- 


geniture. Thus Jacob, addreſſing himſelf to 


Reuben, his eldeſt ſon, makes uſe of the ſame 
word. Reuben, thou art my firſt- born 
the excellency of dignity.”* And the word 
(xv) in the ſecond clauſe, is elfewhere render- 
ed, and properly too, a ſin-offering. The paſſag- 
es, where it is ſo uſed; are too numerous to'be 
all quoted. And the word (vn) is almoſt ap- 


eee to the lying down of quadrupeds.7 Hi 
Now, in order to underſtand this ſhort and, 


on that account, obſcure, ſtory, we TO attend 


. Gas liz. "5 + Lev. v. 9, and alibi paſte, > ian 


ki. 6, 7, and elſewhere. 
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to theſe ſeveral things, that ſeem briefly to be. | 
| hinted at in it. iſt. That there was then a tab- 


ernacle or tent, where the offerings were pre- 
ſented, intimated by the, mention of its door. 


2d. That the converſation, the Lord was pleaſed 
to hold with Cain, was within the tabernacle. 


3d. The time of offering—at the end of the 
year, denoting, as I conceive, the day of atone- 


ment, when only animals were to be offered. 4th. 


The different occupations of the two brothers; 


the elder being a cultivator of the ground only; 


while the younger was a ſhepherd. gth. That 


therefore Cain, in order to have preſented the - 
proper oblation, muſt have been obliged to his 


younger brother for it. And, laſtly, the ſupe- 
riority of Cain over his brother, in right of pri- 
mogeniture, {ignified by this expreſſion, His 
deſire is unto thee and thou ruleſt over him.“ 
The ſenſe, then, of this text may, and per- 


haps truly, be expreſſed in paraphraſe thus: 
ef thy conduct is good, and agreeable to the 


directions I have given, thou haſt indeed a right, 
by birth, to be preferred to thy younger brother. 


And if thy conduct has been faulty, I have or- 


dained ſacrifices to expiate guilt. And though 
thou haſt neglected to provide them yet even 
now it is not too late. There are now animals 
lying down at the door of the tabernacle, which 
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T have appointed to be offered at this keafon to 
make atonement for offences. Take of them 


for a ſin- offering; they belong indeed to thy 


brother: But he is ſubject to thee, as to the el- 


der brother. He will not deny them to thee. 
Thus Cain, hecauſe his own occupation did 


not yield him the expiato ry offering, preſcribed 


for this ſeaſon, preſumed, of his own head, to 
offer only fuch things, as were of We, own pro- 
diice——* the fruits of the ground. And not- 
withſtanding the divine admonition, and his ſu- 


periority over Abel, he perſiſted in an obſtinate 


refuſal to be beholden to his younger brother, 
for animal ſacrifices. This appears to have been 


Cain's fin, ſo far as reſpected the offering. 
What followed is well known. He murder- 
ed his brother, and in puniſhment for it, was 


| baniſhed from the viſible ſymbol of God's preſ- 
ence. Behold,“ ſaith Cain to the Lord upon 
this occaſion, © thou haſt driven me out this day 


from the face of the earth,” rather the ground 
or land under cultivation, as the word mW here 


uſed, commonly ſignifies : * „And from thy face 
hall 1 be hid, and I ſhall be a fugitive and a 


vagabond in the earth,” v, the earth in the 
molt comprehenſive ſenſe.+ And further on in 
the ſame chapter, the ſacred hiſtorian records, 


„ in. xIvii. 26, and enen 2 * Gen: . 
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chat te Cain went out of he: preſence of the 


Lord,“ that is the viſible ſymbol of his preſ- - 
ence and dwelt in the land of Nod.“ As 


Cain, before his exile, when he enjoyed the 


' viſible preſence of the Lord, appears to have 55 


paid but very little regard to religion; it is 


probable, that afterwards, when he had aban- 


doned his farms, and was hid, in the wilds of | 


the earth, from the face or viſible preſence of the 


Lord, he had no religion at all. It is probably . 
upon this account, that his female poſterity are 
denominated © the daughters of men, or 


daughters of Adam. They could boaſt no high- 


er title, than their earthy origin gave them. 
Whereas the poſterity of Seth, who enjoyed the 
viſible ſymbol of God's preſence among them, 
and “called upon the name of the Lord, + ac- 
quiredthe honourable appellation of © the ſons of 
God. J In the ſame manner, under the chriſ- 
tian diſpenſation, they who believe on the name 


of the only begotten Son of God, the great She- 


cinah, the brightneſs of the Father's glory, and 
worſhip God through him, in ſpirit and truth, 
have the high privilege of becoming the ſons of 
God. ; * 4 


* Gen. vi. 2. + Cen, in 26 © } Gen. vi. 2. 
8 John 1. 125, 14, &c. 


THE END. 
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